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unreal, and express the real living ultimate truth.
Shakespeare and the great men of his time were
inspired by such a passion ; they were animated
by the desire to " hold the mirror up to Nature "
and to portray real vivid human passion, for
they had burst through the old mediaeval chains of
theological dogma, and were aroused to a sudden
fresh perception of the beauties which had been un-
recognised and misconceived by ascetic monks. The
men of Pope's time, again, believed in what they,
too, called the " religion of Na!ture," and tried to
hasten the day when enlightened reason should
finally crush what Berkeley called the " pedantry of
courts and schools ". Wordsworth and his followers
inaugurated a new era by proposing a return to
" Nature," because the language, which with Pope
expressed a real meaning, had again become the con-
ventional language of a narrow class of critics and
the town. It is in all ages one great function of the
imaginative writers to get rid of mere survivals; to
forego the spectacles used by their ancestors as helps,
which have now become encumbrances; to destroy
the formulas employed only to save the trouble of
thinking, and make us see facts directly, instead of
being befooled by words. In that sense it is their
great service that they break up the old frost of
ireary commonplace, and give life and power, in